























When the long-awaited announcement finally arrived, | think many of us shared the same feeling, it
was hard to believe until it actually happened. The jubilation and excitement spread from Western
Awustralia all the way across to the home of the Bears at North Sydney Leagues Club. The television

footage of those celebrations will remain a lasting memory for us all as we witnessed the rebirth of the

Bears in the NRL.

This moment has been the result of many years of dedication and persistence. | would like to
personally thank every member of our board, both past and present, for their commitment to this
vision. This resurrection did not happen by chance. It took enormous effort and belief from a group of
passionate volunteers who represent you, our members and supporters. In 2025, our collective dream
finally became reality.

As we move forward into 2026, we are now witnessing the exciting establishment of the Perth Bears,
their board, brand and identity, while proudly celebrating the history of the North Sydney Bears, a
foundation club established in 1908. Our iconic red and black colours will once again return to the top

grade of rugby league in 2027, embraced by the newest NRL franchise.

This is a historic moment and one that | encourage you all to be part of. Whether the team is playing at
HBF Park in Perth, interstate, on the east coast, or at our spiritual home of North Sydney Oval, Bear
Park, | encourage all supporters to get behind the team and celebrate this remarkable chapter in our

history.

Our North Sydney Bears NSW Cup side will also continue to play an important role as the extended
pathway for aspiring players who dream of reaching the NRL. It is exciting to know that the pathway

now exists once again for young Bears to progress all the way to the top level.

We are also thrilled to welcome our new head coach and leader, Mal Meninga, who has wholeheartedly
embraced the history and culture of the Bears. Mal, alongside assistant coach Ben Gardiner and our
football staff, is working closely with CEO Gareth Holmes and the football department to unite the
spirit of the Bears from the east coast to the west.

| would also like to acknowledge and thank Western Australian Premier Roger Cook, along with Peter
V’landys and the Australian Rugby League Commission, for their unwavering support in making this
historic moment possible.

Here’s to a successful 2026 and an incredibly exciting 2027 ahead. As they say, stand aside, here

come the mighty Bears!

Daniel Dickson

Chairman









Participation in our junior league again saw another year of positive growth especially in the female
game and this is driven by the dedication of our coaches, volunteers, and families. | would like to thank
NSDJRL Chairman Mick Tickner and the Board of the Junior League for their time and commitment
to the growth of our local junior league and the North Sydney District.

Our partnership with the Hills Bulls and Mounties RL in the Ron Massey Cup has been key to
supporting our NSW Cup pathway. Both clubs have benefited from shared resources and joint player
development. Thank you to Michael Gremmo and the Bulls executive team and Alex Miller from

Mounties for their ongoing collaboration.

The strength of our football programs and competitions is made possible through significant in-kind
and financial support provided by the NSWRL. | wish to extend my formal appreciation to CEO David
Trodden and his executive team for their ongoing acknowledgment of the Bears’ important
contributions to the league.

Off the field, the Bears continued to strengthen our vibrant community. With incredible support from
members and fans, membership climbed to 3404 members and a 31% rise compared to 2024. Over
25,000 people visited Bear Park this season, and our efforts in community engagement, such as junior
coaching clinics, game day activations and community partnerships, broadened our impact and built
even stronger ties throughout the district.

In 2025, game day experiences expanded with new activations, themed events, and the successful
return of the Beer, Food, and Footy Festival. We hosted our Old Bears and the Perth Bears Board at
Legends Day. Our merchandise program launched new retro lines, which remain popular and a key

club income source, highlighted by fans wearing the latest Bears gear everywhere.

Our corporate partnerships grew stronger in 2025, with ongoing support from Norths Leagues and
the Norths Collective and the addition of new partners like Danny Met Sally, Rydges Hotel North
Sydney, and Bendigo Bank. These partnerships have been instrumental in providing the club with
essential resources, enabling us to invest further in our football pathways, community programs, and
match day experiences. The commitment and enthusiasm shown by our partners have allowed us to
expand our reach, enhance member benefits, and create new opportunities for engagement across the
North Sydney district and beyond. Additional sponsors also came on board this year, helping to bolster
our financial stability and support our continued growth. Their involvement has supported everything
from junior development initiatives and player welfare to fan engagement and club events, ensuring
the Bears are well placed for a bright future. We thank all our partners—both longstanding and new—
for sharing in our vision and investing in the Bears’ ongoing success. Together, we are building a strong
foundation for the years ahead and ensuring the club’s legacy remains vibrant for future generations.
In 2025, we welcomed Marys House Services as a new Community Partner to the club. Their
contributions to the community align well with our support and advocacy efforts, making them an ideal
match. We are excited to continue building this partnership in 2026.











































































